
Regarding our commitment to School Improve-

ment Planning for Student Achievement (SIPSA), 

we continue to work with our Student Success 

and Mental Health and Well-Being Teams to ex-

amine our strengths and next steps as a school, 

and which serves as a basis for setting ongoing 

professional learning and development among all 

staff in support of student achievement and well 

being. Please feel free to connect with your child’s 

teacher to learn more about our ongoing commit-

ments towards these goals! 

 

In closing, and as we approach the Holiday Break, 

all staff at Charles Howitt P.S. would like to wish 

each of you a restful and enjoyable time with fam-

ily and friends.  Please note that the break begins 

(in earnest) on Monday, December 25th, 2017, 

with students returning to school on Monday, 

January 8th, 2018.  To those who celebrate at this 

time of year, we wish you festive blessings for 

Chanukah, Christmas, Kwanzaa and a richly 

blessed season with family and friends! 

 

 

Sincerely 

 

Tim Gervais, Principal 

Jaime Bunbury, Vice 

Principal 

It was a busy November at Charles Howitt!  Our 

students were involved in a number of activities 

including the Scholastic Book Fair (which was a 

raving success again this year), the Remembrance 

Day Assembly, and the Boys and Girls Intermediate 

Volleyball team competitions.  Further, our Grade 

8’s made their first visit (as prospective students) to 

Langstaff S.S. (our students in the Gr. 8 Gifted pro-

gram attending Thornhill S.S.). We would like to 

extend our thanks to all of the staff who arranged 

and supported these activities. 

  

We were very pleased to welcome students and 

families to our Student Led Conferences/Parent-

Teacher Interviews which took place on November 

23rd and 24th, 2017.  As administrators, we continue 

to be very impressed with our students’ abilities to 

describe their learning and identify their next steps 

for improvement.  This ability is a lifelong skill, and 

is one that our teachers have been working hard to 

support through the use of descriptive feedback 

and goal setting. 

 

While in and around the school, you may have no-

ticed that the new “south wing” has been “open for 

business” since Nov. 13th, 2017!  We are thrilled by 

the new feel, appearance, and function of the 

school, and thank everyone – students, parents and 

staff – for your ongoing patience during the lengthy 

construction process.  On that note, we eagerly 

anticipate the completion of the Kiss-N-Ride/north 

parking lot in the upcoming weeks! 
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Winter tends to arrive like a lion.  

Please ensure that your children are 

prepared for the winter weather 

when coming to school.  Supervision 

during the recesses is outdoor only so it is ex-

pected that if a child is well enough to come to 

school, that they are well enough to go out for 

recess.  An extra pair of mittens or hat are good 

ideas in the younger grades as snow play often 

creates very wet children and outdoor clothes 

don’t always have time to dry thoroughly be-

tween recesses.  As well, please ensure that your 

child has indoor shoes to wear, this is necessary 

both for comfort and safety as children must 

have footwear on at all times in case of a fire 

alarm. 

 

Please be sure to listen to the radio (or watch 

television news in the morning) on bad 

weather days to see if York Region        

District School Board busses have been 

cancelled.  Remember - if busses are  

cancelled in the morning, they are    

cancelled for the day.     Students who 

are dropped off at school in the      

morning need to be picked up by 3:30 

pm promptly as we do not have staffing 

for after school supervision. 

 

Principal 

Tim Gervais 

 

Vice-Principal 

Jaime Bunbury 

 

Administrative Assts. 

Debbie Lagzdin 

Mary Anne Bernardinis 

 

Superintendent of 

Schools 

Michael Cohen 

905-884-4477 

 

Trustee 

Carol Chan 

905-881-8762 

 

School Council Co-Chairs 

Xiaobo Wang 

Kim Dresser 

Winter Weather 
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School Bus Cancellation Information 

 

 To ensure the safety of students, school bus service may be cancelled due to inclement weather, extreme temperatures and/or poor 

road conditions.  In these cases, parents and students should develop alternate care/transportation arrangements. 

 
Cancellation decisions will only be made after thorough consultation with the Safety Officers of school bus companies servicing York 

Region and are based on several factors including precipitation, air temperature, road conditions and weather forecast.  

 

Please note the following; 

A decision to cancel school bus service will be region-wide meaning all school buses, vans and taxis will not operate.   
School bus routes may be cancelled when severe weather may not be affecting all municipalities in York Region.  

Both the YRDSB and YCDSB operate many regional educational programs.  Students attending these programs are trans-

ported over large attendance areas encompassing several municipal boundaries.  This limits the ability to cancel bus service 

using a municipality or zone methodology.   

When bus service is cancelled all school tests and/or examinations will be cancelled and rescheduled. 

Student trips involving the use of school buses will also be cancelled. 
Unless otherwise stated, schools will remain open and parents can make arrangements to transport their children to and from 

school even if school bus service is cancelled.  If buses are cancelled in the morning, they will not operate in the af-

ternoon. Therefore students transported to school by parents will require the same transportation home. 

 
Parents, students and school staff are asked to access the following radio and television stations after 6:00 a.m. to receive bus cancella-

tion information: 

 

RADIO 

590 AM  640 AM 680 AM 860 AM 1010 AM 1050 AM 

1540 AM 1580 AM  88.5 FM 89.9 FM 92.5 FM 93.1 FM 

94.9 FM 95.9 FM 97.3 FM 98.1 FM 99.1 FM 99.9 FM  

101.1 FM 102.1 FM 104.5 FM 100.7 FM 105.9  107.1 FM 

 

TELEVISION 

CITY TV     CTV Barrie     CTV Toronto     CP24     GLOBAL NEWS 

 
A bus cancellation message will also be available at www.schoolbuscity.com and by calling 1-877-330-3001, or by follow-

ing @YRDSB and @YCDSB on twitter. 

Holiday Reminder 

Please note that the students’ last day of school before 

the holiday break is Friday, December 22rd and that the 

Winter Holidays run through to Friday, January 5th.  

The first day of school in the New Year is Monday, 

January 8th, 2018.   

 

If you plan on extending 

the holiday period either 

before Dec. 22rd or after 

January 8th, please inform 

the school office in writing 

as soon as possible. 

 

Thank you. 

 

 

Charles Howitt Holiday  

Food & Toy Drive 

Kids Helping Kids with the support of CHPS Staff are 

working on behalf of the Richmond Hill Food Bank to  

collect the following items to be distributed to those   

families in need during the holiday season.   The following 

items would be greatly appreciated:   non-perishable food,  

new clothing items for teens and children, toys (no stuffed 

animals), books, gift cards, and toiletries to be included in 

the boxes that will be collected by the classes.  The Rich-

mond Hill Food Bank will distribute all donated items to 

needy families in the Richmond Hill Community. 

The Holiday Fundraiser will run from Dec. 6th - 

Dec. 20th. 

http://www.schoolbuscity.com/
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School Council News 

Dear Parents, 

As December is upon us, we wanted to share some Council 

updates.  Funds that we have collected over the past couple 

months have gone towards new tech equipment, the Forest 

of Reading program, play structures, and multiple events.   

School Council members and other parents also volunteered 

their time in the Book Fair, Pizza and Sub lunch programs. 

Our Pizza and Sub lunch programs are going smoothly.  

 

We are always looking for more volunteers, so if you are free 

Tuesdays or Thursdays from 12 pm -1 pm, please email 

Xiaobo or Kim for more details (charles.howitt.ps@sc.yrdsb. 

edu.on.ca).  We can’t run these lunch programs without the 

help of parent volunteers!  Our next sessions will begin in 

March.  Watch for more details and order forms in the New 

Year. 

 

Our next School Council meeting is on February 5th, 2018.  

All parents are welcome to attend.  Our school is also look-

ing  

 

for parent volunteers for school events in February in-

cluding “Open House Night” and “Valentine’s Day 

Dance”. 

 

On behalf of our School Council, we would like to wish 

all our Howitt families a wonderful, healthy and happy 

holiday season! 

 

Thank you for your contin- ued 

support! 
 

 

Xiaobo Wang and 

Kim Dresser 

 

School Council  

Co-Chairs 

Too Sick to go Outside for Recess? 

Then you are too sick to attend school.  It is an 

expectation of the York Region District School Board 

that if your child attends school then they must go 

outside at the recess breaks.  Supervision is not avail-

able in classrooms or the office 

during these times of the day.  On 

severe weather days with extreme 

wind chill temperatures or a cold 

weather alert, we use judgement 

to shorten the length of time spent 

outdoors. 

Kindergarten Registration-Sept. 2018 

Kindergarten registration will commence on January 19, 

2018 for the 2018-19 school year. Registration forms are 

available on YRDSB’s website: www.yrdsb.ca. Children who 

turn four or five years old during 2018, live within the 

school boundary and whose parents are public school tax 

supporters will be eligible to register for kindergarten. A 

kindergarten information session for parents is being 

planned for this spring.  

 

For more information please 

visit the YRDSB website or 

contact your local school.  

Arts @ Baythorn 

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN LEARNING THE CURRICULUM 

THROUGH THE ARTS? 

 
If so, the York Region District School Board offers an Elementary 

integrated Arts program at Baythorn Public School.  

Information Evening for Arts  

January 18,  2018 @ 6.30 pm @ Baythorn P.S. 

For more Information please visit call the school at: 905-889-7992 

 

 

 

Winter Break - Mon. Dec. 25/17 - Fri. Jan. 5/18 

 

P.A. Days - No school for students:  Fri. Jan. 19/18 

              Fri. Feb. 2/18 

 

Family Day - Schools are closed:   Mon. Feb. 19/18 

 

March Break:   Mon. Mar. 12 - Fri. Mar. 16, 2018 

mailto:charles.howitt.ps@sc.yrdsb.edu.on.ca
mailto:charles.howitt.ps@sc.yrdsb.edu.on.ca
http://www.yrdsb.edu.on.ca
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French Immersion Info Sessions  

and Registrations 

French Immersion Information Nights will take place at 

French Immersion school locations on January 18, 2018 at 7 

p.m.  FI registration will begin on January 19, 2018 and runs 

until February 9, 2018. 

 

In order to streamline the registration process, parents or 

guardians of Senior Kindergarten students entering Grade 1 

in 2018,  and wishing to enroll in the FI Program, can visit 

or call their home school office (where your child currently 

attends) and request an Office Index Card - short version. 

The Office Index Card must be signed by the principal of 

the home school. Parents or guardians then take this form, 

along with one piece of identification showing their address 

to your designated French Immersion school to register 

between January 19 and February 9, 2018.  

 

This eliminates the need to provide duplicate enrolment 

information or to pre-register. 

Message from the Trustee 

In November, about 1,000 students, staff members 

and community partners came together from across 

the Board to form a Ring of Peace and stand to-

gether against hate, discrimination and intolerance. 

The student speakers at the event shared meaningful 

messages about the importance of feeling welcome, 

valued and respected. 

 
At York Region District School Board, we are com-

mitted to listening to the voices of our students and 

communities. We will continue working with our 

school communities to ensure our schools provide 

safe, welcoming and inclusive environments for eve-

ryone. 

 
Last month, our annual Quest Conference brought 

together educators from across Ontario, Canada 

and around the world to share, learn and discuss 

how to foster well-being in schools. Some of the 

themes covered included equity and inclusivity, and 

safe and caring environments. 
 

It was a wonderful opportunity to learn more about 

some of the positive things happening in our own 

schools and other districts. In recent months, we 

have had several international visitors come to our 

system and schools to learn more about the work in 

our system to support student achievement and well-

being, including Qatar, the Netherlands, Texas and the 

United Kingdom. 

We are pleased to have these opportunities to continue 

highlighting and sharing the great things happening in our 

schools thanks to our outstanding students, staff mem-

bers, families and community partners. Your engage-

ment makes a difference in our schools and I encourage 

you to continue getting involved in the life of your 

child’s school. 
 

As we enter the holiday season, I am once again im-

pressed by the generosity of our school communities 

and our students’ commitment to helping others. 
 

Best wishes to everyone for a safe and happy holiday 

season and a wonderful start to 2018. 
 

Sincerely, 

Carol Chan 

YRDSB Trustee 

 

 

Scholastic Book Fair 

Ms. Butch would like to extend her deep appreciation to 

our parent volunteers who helped run the Book Fair.   We 

would also like to thank our parents, students and staff for 

generously supporting our Book Fair.  It was a huge success. 

 

Special thanks to our teacher/librarian, Ms Butch, for orga-

nizing and running the fair. 

 

The money raised will be used to purchase new liter-

acy materials for use by students in the library and class-

rooms. 

  

We thank you for your 

support in our literacy  

initiatives. 

http://www.yrdsb.ca/schools/pages/school-locator.aspx
http://www.yrdsb.ca/Newsroom/Pages/Events/York-Region-District-School-Board-Hosts-Unity-Rally,-Ring-of-Peace.aspx
http://www.questconference.ca
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Dressing for the Cold Weather  

As the children do go outdoors for recess throughout the winter months (except in 

very extreme cold temperatures), it is very important that they are dressed appropri-

ately and warmly every day.  

 It is also a very good idea to pack spare pants, socks etc. in their backpacks 

in case they get wet outside.   

Scarf or neck 

warmer 

Waterproof Mitts 

Insulated 

Winter 

Boots 

Warm Socks 

Winter Jacket 

Winter Hat 

Snow Pants 
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Classroom Visitors 

It is not uncommon for a student in a school to be diagnosed with a minor illness called Fifth Disease. 

 

Fifth Disease is a mild viral infection seen most often in children between the ages of 5 and 14 years.  Many children infected with 

this virus do not become ill.  Some will have a mild fever and a distinctive rash which may come and go over a period of 1 to 3 

weeks. 

 

The virus spreads from person to person in much the same way as a common cold.  People who have the virus are infectious for 

several days before the start of the rash. Fifth Disease is mostly communicable before the onset of the rash, and probably not 

communicable once the rash appears.  Once the rash appears, the person is no longer likely to spread the infection. 

 

While there is no specific treatment for Fifth Disease, frequent hand washing is believed to help to curb the spread of the v irus.  

As long as the child feels well, he/she may continue with usual activities. 

 

The majority of adults who had Fifth Disease in childhood will not get it again if exposed to a child with the infection; however, 

people with weakened immunity and pregnant women who are concerned that they may have been in contact with Fifth Disease 

should consult their family physician. 

 

If you have any questions or concerns about Fifth Disease, or if you suspect that your child may have Fifth Disease, please consult 

with your family  physician as appropriate.  In the event that your child has been diagnosed with Fifth Disease, please let 

the school know as soon as possible.  Further, you are invited to contact the York Region Health Service Department Health  

Connection Hotline at 1-800-361-5653. 

 

Healthy Schools 

Meeting a Higher Authority 

By: Max S. 

 

On the warm morning of Friday, October 27, the School Trustee of Richmond Hill wards 3, 5(ours), and 6, Carol 

Chan, and our Superintendent, Michael Cohen, visited the grade 5/6 split class of Mrs. Lesley Smyth.   

 

Before educating us, Carol Chan was heard saying “Let’s learn together!”  During this visit, the class learned there 

were 210 schools (177 elementary, 33 secondary) educating 123,000 students in the YRDSB (York Region District 

School Board). We also learned that our school board is the 

third largest board in Ontario, and, additionally, we learned that 

Carol Chan is one of the 375 trustees in OPSBA (Ontario 

Public School Board Association), as well as learning, Trustee 

Chan was elected by the public, for a 4 year term.  Then, 

Michael Cohen, our Superintendent, explained just how 

important the Board of Trustees is to the school board, making 

tough decisions and managing the budget of all the schools in 

wards 3, 5, and 6.   

 

Carol Chan and Michael Cohen’s visit taught me (or all of us!) a 

lot about the school board and the role of a trustee.  Hopefully, 

there will be more special visits like this one! 

        The 5/6 class of Mrs. Smyth with the guests, 

        Trustee Carol Chan, and Superintendent,  

        Michael Cohen. 
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Seasons Greetings from Christian (our World Vision Sponsored Child) 

  
The staff at Charles Howitt PS 

would like to wish our Community 
Happy Holidays and all the best for 
a peaceful and restful winter break. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

27 28 28 

 

 

 
 

29 30 

 

 

 
 

1         Day 5    2 

3 4    Day 1 
 

 

 

School Council 

7:00 p.m. 

5         Day 2 

 

 

 
Pizza Lunch    

6        Day 3  7    Day 4  

 

 

 
Sub Lunch 

8         Day 5    9 

10 11      Day 1 12      Day 2 

 

 

 
Pizza Lunch   

13      Day 3      14      Day 4 

 

 
 

 

Sub Lunch 

15       Day 5 16 

17 18      Day 1  19       Day 2 

 

 

Kindergarten 

Holiday Cheer 

Event 2:00-3:30 

Pizza Lunch 

20      Day 3   21      Day 4 

 

 

 
  Sub Lunch 

22       Day 5 

Character 

Assembly-11:30 

a.m. 

Holiday Instru-

mental Concert 

12:00-12:30 p.m. 

23 

24 25 

 
 

 

Christmas 

Day 

26 

 

 
 

Kwanzaa 

27 28 29 30 

31 
New  

Year’s  

Eve 

1 2 3 4 5 6 

Christmas Break - Schools are closed 

Christmas Break - Schools are closed 

Food  and Toy Drive 

Food and Toy Drive 

Food and Toy Drive 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas 

(Eastern) 

7 8         Day 1 

 

1st Day back 

after Winter 

Break 

 

9         Day 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pizza Lunch 

10       Day 3   11       Day 4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sub Lunch 

12       Day 5  13 

14 15       Day 1  16       Day 2 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Pizza Lunch 

17      Day 3  18      Day 4 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Sub Lunch 

19  
Sept. 2018 

Kindergarten 

Registration 

begins 

 
PA Day 

 

20 

21 22       Day 5 23       Day 1 

 

 

 

  
 

Pizza Lunch 

24          Day 2        25       Day 3 

 

 

 

 

  
Sub Lunch 

26       Day 4    27 

28 29       Day 5 

 
Grade 4 trip to 

Safety Village 

30      Day 1 

 

 

 

 
 

Pizza Lunch 

31       Day 2     1        Day 3 

 

 

 

 
 

Sub Lunch 

2 

 

PA Day 

No school 

for  

students 

3 

Christmas Break - Schools are closed 


